CHAPTER XIV
AT THE BATTLE OF THE ALMA

RUSSELL was given a berth in the City of London by
Sir De Lacy Evans, commanding the Second Division,
who afterwards became his very firm friend. He was
wonderfully impressed by the spectacle of the six
hundred transports protected by the fleet, and he wrote
with admiration of the security with which the Army
was convoyed to the Crimea. Yet he travelled in
conditions miserable enough. He arrived in the
Crimea without baggage, man, or horse, and was thus'
set down desolate upon the beach at Old Fort.

" When after some days and nights on the beach,'*
he writes, "I set out on September ipth, on my
eventful campaign, I had only one wretched Tartar
horse, borrowed clothes, and a small bag with a
change of linen, etc., pour tout dotage ; I was completely
unattached, with no base of operations but myself,
and the vaguest possible idea of what I was going
to do."          .

But to return to the landing. In a letter to the
Times he told how each soldier came creeping down
the ship's ladder while "Jack helped him tenderly from
rung to rung," took -his firelock and stowed it away,
packed his knapsack under the seat, patted him on the
back and told him not to be "affeerd on the water."
The sailor treated the " sojer," in fact, in a very kind
and gentle way as though he were a large but not
very sagacious pet who was not to be frightened or
lost sight of on any account

After wandering about for a long time in  the